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Abstract. In this work, we first introduce fuzzy parameterized (FP)
soft sets and their related properties. We then propose a decision making
method based on FP-soft set theory. We finally give an example which
shows that the method can be successfully applied to the problems that
contain uncertainties.
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1. Introduction

Many fields deal daily with the uncertain data that may not be successfully mod-
eled by the classical mathematics. The probability theory, fuzzy sets [20], rough
sets [16], and other mathematical tools are well-known and often useful approaches
to describe uncertainty. However, all of these theories have their own difficulties
which are pointed out in [15] by Molodtsov who then proposed a completely new
approach for modeling vagueness and uncertainty, that is free from the difficulties.
This so-called soft set theory has potential applications in many different fields. Maji
et al. [12] firstly worked on detailed theoretical study of soft sets. After than, the
properties and applications on the soft set theory have been studied by many au-
thors (e.g. [3, 4, 5, 9, 13, 18, 22]). The algebraic structure of soft set theory has
also been studied in more detail (e.g. [1, 2, 7, 10]). Many interesting applications
of soft set theory have been expanded by embedding the ideas of fuzzy sets (e.g.
[6, 8, 11, 14, 17, 19, 21]).

In this paper, in the next section, most of the fundamental definitions of the oper-
ations of soft sets are presented. In Section 3, we have defined fuzzy parameterized
soft sets, in short written FP-soft sets, whose parameters sets are fuzzy sets and
have improved several results. In Section 4, we have defined the fuzzy decision set
of a FP-soft set to construct a decision method by which approximate functions of
a soft set are combined to produce a single fuzzy set that can be used to evaluate
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each alternative. In Section 5, we have given an application that shows that these
methods work successfully. In the final section, some concluding comments have
been presented.

2. Soft sets

In this section, for subsequent discussions of this work, we have presented the
basic definitions and results of soft set theory that may be found in earlier studies
[4, 12, 15].

Throughout this work, U refers to an initial universe, E is a set of parameters,
P (U) is the power set of U , and A ⊆ E.

Definition 2.1. A soft set FA on the universe U is defined by the set of ordered
pairs

FA = {(x, fA(x)) : x ∈ E, fA(x) ∈ P (U)}
where fA : E → P (U) such that fA(x) = ∅ if x /∈ A.

Here, fA is called the approximate function of the soft set FA. The value of fA(x)
is a set called x-element of the soft set for all x ∈ E. It is worth noting that the sets
fA(x) may be arbitrary. Some of them may be empty, some may have nonempty
intersection.

The subscript A in the notation fA indicates that fA is the approximate function
of FA. From now on, we will use S(U) instead of the set of all soft sets over U .

Definition 2.2. Let FA ∈ S(U). If fA(x) = ∅ for all x ∈ E, then FA is called a
empty set, denoted by FΦ. fA(x) = ∅ means that there is no element in U related
to the parameter x ∈ E. Therefore, we do not display such elements in the soft sets,
as it is meaningless to consider such parameters.

Definition 2.3. Let FA ∈ S(U). If fA(x) = U for all x ∈ A, then FA is called A-
universal set, denoted by FÃ. If A = E, then the A-universal set is called universal
soft set denoted by FẼ .

Definition 2.4. Let FA, FB ∈ S(U). Then, FA is a soft subset of FB , denoted by
FA⊆̃FB , if fA(x) ⊆ fB(x) for every x ∈ E.

Definition 2.5. Let FA, FB ∈ S(U). Then, FA and FB are soft equal, denoted by
FA = FB , if and only if fA(x) = fB(x) for every x ∈ E.

Definition 2.6. Let FA ∈ S(U). Then, complement of FA, denoted by F c̃
A, is a soft

set defined by the approximate function

fAc̃(x) = U \ fA(x).

Definition 2.7. Let FA, FB ∈ S(U). Then, union of FA and FB , denoted by
FA∪̃FB , is a soft set defined by the approximate function

fA∪̃B(x) = fA(x) ∪ fB(x).

Definition 2.8. Let FA, FB ∈ S(U). Then, intersection of FA and FB , denoted by
FA∩̃FB , is a soft set defined by the approximate function

fA∩̃B(x) = fA(x) ∩ fB(x).
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Proposition 2.9. Let FA, FB , FC ∈ S(U). Then
(1) FA∪̃FA = FA, FA∩̃FA = FA.
(2) FA∪̃FΦ = FA, FA∩̃FΦ = FΦ.
(3) FA∪̃FẼ = FẼ, FA∩̃FẼ = FA.

(4) FA∪̃F c̃
A = FẼ, FA∩̃F c̃

A = FΦ.

(5) FA∪̃FB = FB∪̃FA, FA∩̃FB = FB∩̃FA.
(6) (FA∪̃FB)∪̃FC = FA∪̃(FB∪̃FC), (FA∩̃FB)∩̃FC = FA∩̃(FB∩̃FC).

3. FP-soft sets

In this section, we give definition of fuzzy parameterized soft sets (FP-soft sets)
and their operations. In Section 2, the subsets of E were classical sets, denoted by
the letter A,B, C, ..., but in this section, the subsets of E will be fuzzy denoted by
the letter X, Y, Z, ..., to avoid confusion and complexity of the symbols.

Definition 3.1. Let U be an initial universe, P (U) be the power set of U , E be
the set of all parameters and X be a fuzzy set over E. An FP-soft set FX on the
universe U is defined by the set of ordered pairs

FX = {(µX(x)/x, fX(x)) : x ∈ E, fX(x) ∈ P (U), µX(x) ∈ [0, 1]},
where the function fX : E → P (U) is called approximate function such that fX(x) =
∅ if µX(x) = 0, and the function µX : E → [0, 1] is called membership function of
FP-soft set FX . The value of µX(x) is the degree of importance of the parameter x,
and depends on the decision maker’s requirements.

Note that from now on the sets of all FP-soft sets over U will be denoted by
FPS(U).

Definition 3.2. Let FX ∈ FPS(U). If fX(x) = ∅ for all x ∈ E, then FX is called
an X-empty FP-soft set, denoted by FΦX

.
If X = ∅, then FX is called an empty FP-soft set, denoted by FΦ.

Definition 3.3. Let FX ∈ FPS(U). If X is a crisp subset of E and fX(x) = U for
all x ∈ X, then FX is called X-universal FP-soft set, denoted by FX̃ .

If X = E, then the X-universal FP-soft set is called universal FP-soft set, denoted
by FẼ .

Example 3.4. Assume that U = {u1, u2, u3, u4, u5} is a universal set and E =
{x1, x2, x3, x4} is a set of parameters.

If X = {0.2/x2, 0.5/x3, 1/x4} and fX(x2) = {u2, u4}, fX(x3) = ∅, and fX(x4) =
U , then FX = {(0.2/x2, {u2, u4}), (0.5/x3, ∅), (1/x4, U)}.

If Y = {0.3/x2, 0.7/x3}, fY (x2) = ∅ and fY (x3) = ∅, then FY = FΦY
.

If Z = ∅, then FZ = FΦ.
If T = {1/x1, 1/x2}, fT (x1) = U , and fT (x2) = U , then FT = FT̃ .

Definition 3.5. Let FX , FY ∈ FPS(U). Then, FX is an FP-soft subset of FY ,
denoted by FX⊆̃FY , if µX(x) ≤ µY (x) and fX(x) ⊆ fY (x) for all x ∈ E.

Remark 3.6. FX⊆̃FY does not imply that every element of FX is an element of
FY as in the definition of the classical subset.
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For example, assume that U = {u1, u2, u3, u4} is a universal set of objects and E =
{x1, x2, x3} is a set of all the parameters. If X = {0.5/x1} and Y = {0.9/x1, 0.1/x3},
and FX = {(0.5/x1, {u2, u4})}, FY = {(0.9/x1, {u2, u3, u4}), (0.1/x3, {u1, u5})},
then for all x ∈ E, µX(x) ≤ µY (x) and fX(x) ⊆ fY (x) is valid. Hence, FX⊆̃FY . It
is clear that (0.5/x1, {u2, u4}) ∈ FX , but (0.5/x1, {u2, u4}) /∈ FY .

Proposition 3.7. Let FX , FY ∈ FPS(U). Then

(1) FX⊆̃FẼ .

(2) FΦ⊆̃FX .

(3) FX⊆̃FX .

(4) FX⊆̃FY and FY ⊆̃FZ ⇒ FX⊆̃FZ .

Proof. They can be proved easily by using the approximate and membership func-
tions of the FP-soft sets. �

Definition 3.8. Let FX , FY ∈ FPS(U). Then, FX and FY are FP-soft equal,
written as FX = FY , if and only if µX(x) = µY (x) and fX(x) = fY (x) for all x ∈ E.

Proposition 3.9. Let FX , FY , FZ ∈ FPS(U). Then

(1) FX = FY and FY = FZ ⇒ FX = FZ .

(2) FX⊆̃FY and FY ⊆̃FX ⇔ FX = FY .

Proof. The proofs are trivial. �

Definition 3.10. Let FX ∈ FPS(U). Then, complement FX , denoted by F c̃
X , is

an FP-soft set defined by the approximate and membership functions as

µX c̃(x) = 1− µX(x) and fX c̃(x) = U \ fX(x).

Proposition 3.11. Let FX ∈ FPS(U). Then,

(1) (F c̃
X)c̃ = FX .

(2) F c̃
Φ = FẼ .

Proof. By using the approximate and membership functions of the FP-soft sets, the
proofs can be straightforward. �

Definition 3.12. Let FX , FY ∈ FPS(U). Then, union FX and FY , denoted by
FX ∪̃FY , is defined by

µX∪̃Y (x) = max{µX(x), µY (x)} and fX∪̃Y (x) = fX(x) ∪ fY (x), for all x ∈ E.

Proposition 3.13. Let FX , FY , FZ ∈ FPS(U). Then

(1) FX ∪̃FX = FX .
(2) FX ∪̃FΦ = FX .
(3) FX ∪̃FẼ = FẼ .

(4) FX ∪̃FY = FY ∪̃FX .
(5) (FX ∪̃FY )∪̃FZ = FX ∪̃(FY ∪̃FZ).

Proof. The proofs can be easily obtained from Definition 3.12. �
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Definition 3.14. Let FX , FY ∈ FPS(U). Then, intersection of FX and FY , de-
noted by FX ∩̃FY , is an FP-soft sets defined by the approximate and membership
functions

µX∩̃Y (x) = min{µX(x), µY (x)} and fX∩̃Y (x) = fX(x) ∩ fY (x).

Proposition 3.15. Let FX , FY , FZ ∈ FPS(U). Then
(1) FX ∩̃FX = FX .
(2) FX ∩̃FΦ = FΦ.
(3) FX ∩̃FẼ = FX .

(4) FX ∩̃FY = FY ∩̃FX .
(5) (FX ∩̃FY )∩̃FZ = FX ∩̃(FY ∩̃FZ).

Proof. The proofs can be easily obtained from Definition 3.14. �

Remark 3.16. Let FX ∈ FPS(U). If FX 6= FΦ and FX 6= FẼ , then FX ∪̃F c̃
X 6= FẼ

and FX ∩̃F c̃
X 6= FΦ.

Proposition 3.17. Let FX , FY ∈ FPS(U). Then De Morgan’s laws are valid
(1) (FX ∪̃FY )c̃ = F c̃

X ∩̃F c̃
Y .

(2) (FX ∩̃FY )c̃ = F c̃
X ∪̃F c̃

Y .

Proof. For all x ∈ E,

(1) µ(X∪̃Y )c̃(x) = 1− µX∪̃Y (x)
= 1−max{µX(x), µY (x)}
= min{1− µX(x), 1− µY (x)}
= min{µX c̃(x), µY c̃(x)}
= µX c̃∩̃Y c̃(x)

and

f(X∪̃Y )c̃(x) = U \ fX∪̃Y (x)
= U \ (fX(x) ∪ fY (x))
= (U \ fX(x)) ∩ (U \ fY (x))
= fX c̃(x)∩̃fY c̃(x)
= fX c̃∩̃Y c̃(x).

Likewise, the proof of (2) can be made similarly. �

Proposition 3.18. Let FX , FY , FZ ∈ FPS(U). Then
(1) FX ∪̃(FY ∩̃FZ) = (FX ∪̃FY )∩̃(FX ∪̃FZ).
(2) FX ∩̃(FY ∪̃FZ) = (FX ∩̃FY )∪̃(FX ∩̃FZ).

Proof. For all x ∈ E,

(1) µX∪̃(Y ∩̃Z)(x) = max{µX(x), µY ∩̃Z(x)}
= max{µX(x),min{µY (x), µZ(x)}}
= min{max{µX(x), µY (x)},max{µX(x), µZ(x)}}
= min{µX∪̃Y (x), µX∪̃Z(x)}
= µ(X∪̃Y )∩̃(X∪̃Z)(x)
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and

fX∪̃(Y ∩̃Z)(x) = fX(x) ∪ fY ∩̃Z(x)
= fX(x) ∪ (fY (x) ∩ fZ(x))
= (fX(x) ∪ fY (x)) ∩ (fX(x) ∪ fZ(x))
= fX∪̃Y (x) ∩ fX∪̃Z(x)
= f(X∪̃Y )∩̃(X∪̃Z)(x).

Likewise, the proof of (2) can be made in a similar way. �

4. Fuzzy decision set of an FP-soft set

In this section, we define fuzzy decision set of an FP-soft set to construct a decision
method by which approximate functions of a soft set are combined to produce a single
fuzzy set that can be used to evaluate each alternative.

Definition 4.1. Let FX ∈ FPS(U). Then a fuzzy decision set of FX , denoted by
F d

X , is defined by

F d
X = {µF d

X
(u)/u : u ∈ U}

which is a fuzzy set over U , its membership function µF d
X

is defined by

µF d
X

: U → [0, 1], µF d
X

(u) =
1

|supp(X)|
∑

x∈supp(X)

µX(x)χfX(x)(u)

where supp(X) is the support set of X, fX(x) is the crisp subset determined by the
parameter x and

χfX(x)(u) =
{

1, u ∈ fX(x),
0, u /∈ fX(x).

5. Applications

Once a fuzzy decision set of an FP-soft set has been arrived at, it may be necessary
to choose the best single alternative from the alternatives. Therefore, we can make
a decision by the following algorithm.
Step 1: Construct a soft set FX over U ,
Step 2: Compute the fuzzy decision set F d

X ,
Step 3: Select the largest membership grade maxµF d

X
(u).

Let us consider the following example to illustrate the idea.

Example 5.1. Let us assume that some one goes to an automobile showroom
to buy an automobile. There are eight alternatives U = {u1, u2, u3, u4, u5, u6, u7,
u8}. There may be five parameters E = {e1, e2, e3, e4, e5} to evaluate the auto-
mobiles. For i = 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, the parameters ei stand for “beautiful”, “expensive”,
“large”, “equipped with conveniences”, “high speedy”, respectively. He/She consid-
ers only four parameters “expensive”, “large”, “equipped with conveniences” and
“high speedy” which are important with degree 0.8, 0.3, 0.5 and 0.6, respectively.
That is, the subset of parameters is X = {0.8/e2, 0.3/e3, 0.5/e4, 0.6/e5}. Now we
can find a suitable automobile to buy.
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Step 1: After a serious discussion, He/She evaluates the alternative from point
of view of the goals and the constraint according to a chosen subset X of E to
constructs an FP-soft set,

FX =
{

(0.8/e2, {u2, u5, u7}), (0.3/e3, {u1, u2, u3, u4, u5, u8}),

(0.5/e4, {u1, u2, u4, u7, u8}), (0.6/e5, {u1, u3, u7, u8})
}

.

Step 2: The fuzzy decision set of FX can be found as,

F d
X = {0.35/u1, 0.40/u2, 0.22/u3, 0.20/u4, 0.27/u5, 0.47/u7, 0.35/u8}.

Step 3: Finally, the largest membership grade can be chosen by

max µF d
X

(u) = 0.47

which means that the candidate u7 has the largest membership grade, hence it is
selected.

Note that if there are more then one largest membership grades, then it better
to reset the degree of parameters.

6. Conclusion

In this paper, we first defined FP-soft sets and their operations. We then presented
the decision methods on the FP-soft set theory. Finally, we provided an application
that demonstrated that this method can successfully work. It can be applied to
many fields to the problems that contain uncertainty, and would be beneficial to
extend the proposed method to subsequent studies. However, the approach should
be more comprehensive in the future to solve the related problems.
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Naim Çağman et al./Annals of Fuzzy Mathematics and Informatics 2 (2011), No. 2, 219–226

[14] P. Majumdar and S. K. Samanta, Generalised fuzzy soft sets, Comput. Math. Appl. 59 (2010)
1425–1432.

[15] D. A. Molodtsov, Soft set theory-first results, Comput. Math. Appl. 37 (1999) 19–31.
[16] Z. Pawlak, Rough sets, Int. J. Comput. Inform. Sci. 11 (1982) 341–356.

[17] A. R. Roy and P. K. Maji, A fuzzy soft set theoretic approach to decision making problems,

J. Comput. Appl. Math. 203 (2007) 412–418.
[18] A. Sezgin and A. O. Atagün, On operations of soft sets, Comput. Math. Appl. 61 (2011)

1457–1467.
[19] Z. Xiao, K. Gong and Y. Zou, Acombined forecasting approach based on fuzzy soft sets, J.

Comput. Appl. Math. 228 (2009) 326–333.

[20] L. A. Zadeh, Fuzzy Sets, Inform. and Control 8 (1965) 338–353.
[21] J. Zhan and Y. B. Jun, Soft BL-algebras based on fuzzy sets, Comput. Math. Appl. 59 (2010)

2037–2046.

[22] Y. Zou and Z. Xiao, Data analysis approaches of soft sets under incomplete information,
Knowl. Base. Syst. 21 (2008) 941–945.

Naim Çağman (ncagman@gop.edu.tr) – Department of Mathematics, Gaziosmanpaşa
University, Tokat, Turkey
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